
DAN'EL UPIT{SKI
3þ fhtr$çr, ll!ffors

ffi-lipincld.houe.gov

2346 FaYEUã¡, HousÊ OF*€ 8{l-o¡tc
WasHNGror, Dg 205t5-1tr1

1202t2Æ174t
120?1 225-1 01 2 F.x

Tcr rE€ Fru lL l8û01æ2-5?Ot

6245 SourR A¡cxÊR AvcHUÊ
cHÊaGo. lL 60õil8

l312l8gl¡l8l
{7¡3} 76?-!x}s Fåx

COMMIITEE OH TSANSPOR]ATION
AND INFNÀSTRUCTUf,E

COMMIfi€E ON SCIENCE, SPACE.
AND TECHô¡OLOGY

R€SEAFçH Af{O TECHNOLOGY.€ongredd of tüe @niteÙ statss
þoutt of ßepreøentatibss

@agbington, Et 20515-1303

July 3, 2018

RãCrI,JëäIU'"''*

¡il18 JUL -5 P !, I I

PTSTÅL iITGULATTRY
fí-lì!iþiiSSiili;Thc Honorable Robert Taub

Chairman
Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Avenue NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20268

Scc.407 Public Commcnt Re: Docket No. IM 2018-l

DearChairman Taub:

As the Postal Rçgulatory Commission works to provide its vicws to the US Deparünent of State
alread of the Extraordinary Universal Postal Union (UPU) Congress to be held in Ethiopia in
Septenrber, I urge the Commission to adùess concerns over inequitics in the terminal dues system
between the U.S. and other industrialized countries under curre¡rt UPU policies. In particular, I
request that the Commission urge the Deparbment of State, in its negotiations at the Congress, to
acoount for China's levçl of industrialization and the advantages that China receives compared to
U.S. businesses through the current terminal dues system.

I havc directly hcard from U.S. companies in my dishict about the difficulties they have faced
competing with Chinesc businesses that bencfit from artificially low shipping custs compared to
domcstic US shippcrs thanks to thc tcrminal dues system. Under cu¡rent IJPU classifications,
China is currently ranked as a Group III country along with nations like Jamaica, Cuba, Libya, and
Venezucla, which docs not account for China's cxtcnsive and rapidly expanding rcle in global
corunercc. lVhile rates for UPU Group III countries rvere renegotiated in 2016 to providc for a
13% increase in terminal dues for inbound packets, China retains substantial advantages on
shþing costs relative to domcstic U.S. businesses. In short, it is still cheaper for som€one in China
to ship to lllinois than it is for someone in Texas to ship to lllinois, which leaves U.S. companies
on an unev€n playing field against a key economic player on the global stage.

The Department of State næds to hear this message so it c¿n best represent the interests of U.S.
stakelrolders on the global stage. Thank you for your consideration of this request. Should you
havc any questions about this letter, pleasc contact So&a Lconova on my staff at
sofva. I eonova(0m ai L hou ¡c, gov or (202)225-5 70 I .
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